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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS OF THE PARISH OF 
NORTH HORSHAM HELD ON MONDAY 16th APRIL 2012 

AT ROFFEY MILLENNIUM HALL 
 
In the Chair: Mr R. Wilton – Chairman of North Horsham Parish Council 
 
There were 33 members of the public present  
(28 from within the Parish, 6 from outside the Parish) 
 

 
1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and spoke briefly 

on various forms of anti-social behaviour that had occurred recently 
in the area before introducing the guest speakers for the evening; 
Kirsty Lindgren, the Anti-Social Behaviour Case Worker, PCSO 
Tracy Bicknell, PCSO Sue Poynter, and PC Darren Worsfold. 

 
 Kirsty Lindgren began by introducing herself as the anti-social 

behaviour case worker for the north of Horsham District.  Her job 
entails taking information from sources such as schools, housing 
associations, parents, local businesses and councils, and phone 
calls to police, in order to work with the younger perpetrators of 
anti-social behaviour and help them with any problems they may be 
having causing such behaviour.  For serial offenders, the first step 
is to get them on Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC), which 
requires the support of parents.  If after 6 months their behaviour 
hasn’t improved, there is the possibility of issuing an Anti-Social 
Behaviour Order (ASBO), but this requires a lot of supporting 
evidence.  If an ASBO is breached, the offender can be taken into 
custody and faces the possibility of a sentence up to 2 years or a 
fine up to £5,000.  Currently, there are about 8 ABC’s issued to 
young people in Roffey, however some anti-social behaviour in the 
area is being caused by people from outside the immediate area.  
For example, there is 1 ASBO currently going through on someone 
who lives outside of Roffey but frequently causes anti-social 
behaviour within the area. 

 
 PCSO Tracy Bicknell commented to emphasise the importance of 

phoning in any anti-social behaviour and to give as much detail as 
possible about the perpetrators.  This is crucial in helping build a 
case against any serial offenders.  PCSO Bicknell also commented 
that calls reporting crime to the police are graded, and that any call 
about a crime that is taking place is a grade 1 meaning the police 
will respond as soon as possible. 

 
 Kirsty Lindgren added that extra patrols have been directed to 

Roffey since 10th April 2012 due to recent troubles, and have so far 
logged 13 hours, but the police resources are limited. 
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 Merci Morris, who is a local resident, commented on the groups of 
people congregating outside her property in the dark, basically 
doing as they please, and has witnessed people urinating in the car 
park and found discarded underwear. 

 
 Councillor Brakes commented on the anxiety amongst residents 

that anti-social behaviour causes, and questioned how this could be 
dealt with, as well as asking what victims could do to protect 
themselves, for example, CCTV or even a citizen’s arrest? 

 
 Kirsty Lindgren/Darren Worsfold responded that a citizen’s arrest 

is acceptable for a criminal offence, but not for just anti-social 
behaviour.  However, most important of all is to dial 999. 

 
 Councillor Burgess commented on the fact that the Parish Council 

has themselves spent considerable money on CCTV in the past, 
but this had proved ineffective due to the poor quality of images, 
and more importantly that it doesn’t work at night when most of the 
recent anti-social behaviour is taking place. 

 
 Merci Morris added that the problems aren’t as recent as some 

suggest – it is almost four years now that problems have existed, 
and they are having a serious effect on her quality of life. 

 
 Darren Worsfold commented on a recent similar situation in 

Southwater, whereby youths were gathering around a certain area.  
In this case, a Youth Dispersal Order was put in place and the 
problems have ceased.  However, these things can take time to put 
in place. 

 
 Sharon Brand of Brand News commented on the various recent 

troubles in Roffey, including youths all over the roofs of the flats and 
Millennium Hall, kids asking strangers to buy them cigarettes, 
possible drug dealing in the car park, and groups congregating on 
top of the recycling bins in the car park.  The police have been 
called numerous times, and whilst they did come out when the kids 
were on the roofs, there was no follow up after the event. 

 Phil Shelley of Shelley’s News asked whether it helps the police to 
have the co-operation of the local shopkeepers in these 
circumstances. 

 
 District Councillor Cornell, speaking of the problems Merci Morris 

encounters, questioned when enough is enough?  He sees the 
effects of anti-social behaviour in the area on a regular basis such 
as broken glass, and would like to know when this ongoing problem 
will be dealt with? 
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 Councillor Butler commented on the fact there was only 8 people 
on ABC’s for a large community, but questioned what North 
Horsham Parish Council could be doing, and whether more 
information could be provided to shopkeepers in order to help, and 
called for pre-emptive action in order to minimise anti-social 
behaviour before it begins. 

 
 The Chairman commented on various preventative measures 

currently being considered by the Parish Council to tackle this 
problem, including CCTV and added security measures on the 
walls and roof of the buildings, as well as the fact the Parish 
Council ensure to the best of their ability to keep the area looking 
nice. 

 
 Councillor Rickett questioned whether an ABC was enough of a 

deterrent? 
 
 Kirsty Lundgren responded that the ABC’s were a package of 

support for a young person in order to identify the root cause of 
their behaviour, and they currently achieving a 70% success rate.  
Kirsty added that the Business Watch scheme would be helpful for 
the local shopkeepers to allow them to feed information back to the 
police as well as being kept up to date with developments. 

 
 District Councillor Skipp commented on the possibility of the 

Parish Council funding wardens for the area, as has successfully 
been done in other parish’s, but this would increase council tax. 
Councillor Skipp also questioned the effect the closure of the youth 
club could have had on this problem. 

 
 Kirsty Lundgren finished by commenting on the low crime 

numbers for Horsham as a whole, which are decreasing throughout 
the year, but acknowledges there are hotspots that need more 
attention. 

 
2. A short break for refreshments followed 
 
3. Chairman’s Report for the previous year 
 The Chairman briefly summarised the Annual Report of North 

Horsham Parish Council 2011/2012, with particular reference to the 
sad passing of two members of staff this year, as well welcoming 
new staff members. 

  
 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

9.10pm 
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