MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
HELD ON THURSDAY 22ND MARCH 2018 AT 7.30pm
AT ROFFEY MILLENNIUM HALL, CRAWLEY ROAD, HORSHAM
Present:
Committee Members
Holbrook East:- Cllr. Mrs R. Ginn, Cllr. Mrs F. Haigh (Vice Chairman), Cllr T. Rickett BEM*.
Holbrook West:- Cllr. R. Knight, Cllr. R. Millington, Cllr. I. Wassell*.
Roffey North:- Cllr. M. Loates, Cllr D. Searle*, Cllr J. Smithurst.
Roffey South:-Cllr. J. Day*, Cllr. R Turner (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs S. Wilton.
*denotes absence
In attendance:

Ross McCartney, Committee Clerk
Horsham District Council (HDC) Cllr Mrs K. Burgess and Cllr P.
Burgess (present for part of the meeting)

PET/406/18 Public Forum
There were 6 members of the public present, all in respect of DC/17/1704
– Change of use from Public House (Class A4) to Children's Day Nursery
(Class D1); Single storey and first floor rear extensions; changes to
elevations including addition of 2x front and 1x rear dormer windows; car
and cycle parking; siting of external plant on rear elevation; and surfacing
of garden area in Pondtail Road, and all living in close proximity to the
proposed site. One resident spoke on behalf of those in attendance
expressing serious concern about the suitability of the site for a chilldren’s
facility where there would be a large number of slow moving vehicles
turning into and out of the site’s car park and where there would be
vehicles parked on the road in front of the site at peak times of the day.
Pondtail Road is a busy arterial road into Horsham and the traffic is fast
moving and high in volume. It is also a bus route. There is a railway bridge
with a relatively sharp bend that gives poor visibility to the proposed site. It
was felt that these factors contributed to a high safety risk to members of
the public and users of the highway and that West Sussex County Council
Highways had overlooked objections made by local residents against the
application.
PET/407/18 Apologies for absence
The Committee received apologies and reasons for absence from
Cllr J. Day, Cllr T. Rickett, Cllr D. Searle and Cllr I. Wassell.
PET/408/18 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest given.
PET/409/18 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd February 2018 were agreed and
signed by the Chairman as a true record.
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With the agreement of the committee, agenda item 7 was moved forward
to this point in the meeting, and HDC Cllr Mrs K. Burgess and Cllr P.
Burgess arrived.
Cllr P. Burgess notified the committee of his concerns regarding
application DC/17/1704, reflecting the majority of the points mentioned in
the public forum, further noting that the applicant has applied for other
sites where traffic issues had been raised and, in some cases, this had
resulted in the application being refused.
Cllr Mrs K. Burgess and Cllr P. Burgess left the meeting before the
committee made a resolution to the agenda item.
PET/410/18 Chairman’s Announcements
•
Horsham District Council responded to concerns regarding
changes in bin collections in North Horsham where both recycling and
garden waste bins are required to be put out at collection points,
particularly where there are areas of dense housing.
HDC will be using a fleet of new rear-end loading vehicles which means
that there will be loaders physically moving the bins from the collection
point to the vehicle and back again. This means there is more flexibility
with collection points and it is likely that most will change, some being
further back on driveways for example.
To start with, HDC is asking that all residents place their bins at their
current designated collection point, but this will be changed where
necessary as the new system is rolled out. Residents who experience
difficulties are able to contact HDC to see what can be done.
•
County Councillor Andrew Baldwin updated the Parish Council
Meeting on 8th March 2018 regarding potential traffic calming at Lambs
Farm Road and WSCC agreement that there is a right of way in Coney
Croft between the garages which are situated next to 21 and 23 and which
join an existing footpath from Crawley Road to Greenfields Road.
•
A response had been received from WSCC’s Traffic Officer
regarding the TRO at Bluebell Close. It was explained that any further
works to the extent that the Parish Council would like to see in Bluebell
Close and the surrounding area of Jackdaw Lane would require a new
TRO which also requires the support from the local county councillor.
•
The application for the development north of Horsham
(DC/16/1677) has now officially been permitted on HDC’s website.
•
The Chairman for Roffey Football Club was unable to attend
tonight’s meeting and had requested to come to the next Planning,
Environment and Transport Committee meeting that is held on the 26 th
April 2018.
251

•
The Parish Council were notified of an amendment to application
DC/17/2656 by a concerned resident. The amended application for 56
Pondtail Road - Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 1 x two
story dwelling and creation of new highway access off Pondtail Road did
not address any of the concerns that were raised as a response to the
original application. The Parish Council had not received notification of the
amendment from HDC, therefore, the application could not be added to
the planning application list in time for this meeting. The deadline for the
consultation response is 29th March 2018. If there are to be any further
concerns from committee members regarding the application they should
be sent to the Committee or Parish Clerk and they will be forwarded to
HDC, otherwise the response submitted by the Parish Council to the
original application stands.
•
A reply has been received from the Deputy Director of Property
Management, Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust regarding the
overgrown land at 78 Crawley Road stating ‘at the moment there are no
plans for the site; this is a matter under review’.
PET/411/18 Work at Roffey Football Club ground
See chairman’s report.
It was RESOLVED to defer this agenda item to the next Planning,
Environment and Transport Meeting.
PET/412/18 DC/17/1704, 41 Pondtail Road - change of use from a public house to
a nursery.
The Parish Council had received correspondence from residents
expressing serious concerns about the suitability of changing the use of 41
Pondtail Road from a public house to a nursery. The concerns lay with the
additional volume of traffic that would access and exit the site at peak times
of the day and the effect that would have on existing traffic flows which
were already voluminous.
There had been a request from the HDC ward Member to reconsider the
Parish Council’s position in light of more information now available from
WSCC Highways with regard to measures being put in place to mitigate the
impact of increased traffic associated with the change of use.
It was RESOLVED to send an updated consultation response to the
application to HDC as follows:No objection to the change of use however, the Parish Council does
not consider that WSCC has addressed the highway concerns raised
by residents. Further significant highway safety measures need to be
put in place to mitigate the impact from increased traffic and from
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traffic entering, exiting and using the site, especially when a high
population of young children will be in the vicinity.
PET/413/18 Development North of Horsham.
Notes from the North of Horsham Parish Liaison Meeting held on 28th
February 2018 are attached. Report on the ‘Missing Link’ in the
continuous cycle path from Horsham to Crawley from Horsham Cycle
Forum is attached.
It was RESOLVED;
1.To receive the notes from the North of Horsham Parish Liaison
Meeting held on 28th February 2018 and a response to a question
relating to the road layout at Rusper Road asked as a consequence
of the meeting.
2. To invite Action in Rural Sussex, the Clinical Commissioning
Group, West Sussex County Council Highways, West Sussex County
Council Education, Coast to Coast Local Enterprise, Gatwick
Diamond, local MP Jeremy Quinn and the Parish Council Tree
Wardens to the next Parish Liaison Meeting.
3. To seek more details relating to the control and running of the
proposed secondary school on the new development.
4. To write to Horsham District Council to stress the need for public
transport routes from an early stage in the development, to reiterate
the need for the full rate of 35% affordable housing to meet the
needs of those seeking a place to live and to request more details of
their view on the proposed business park.
5. To recommend to full Council that a position on the proposed
community buildings on the new development should be considered.
6. To explore how Community Land Trusts work and recommend to
full Council that this method of playing a closer role in supporting
affordable housing is explored.
6. To write to the CCG to stress concern about health care for new
patients moving into the parish.
7. To write to WSCC, HDC and Liberty Property Trust to support
Horsham District Cycle Forum’s proposal to provide a Cycle Plan for
Horsham, to get a cycle route from Horsham to Crawley and to
initiate ‘the missing link’ following a formal request. To reiterate the
need for the Parish Council to be involved in any cycle scheme.
8. To write to West Sussex County Council, Horsham District Council
and Liberty Property Trust to reiterate the need to protect the
Riverside Walk.
9. To request Liberty Property Trust to notify the Parish Council of
the time scales they have for the physical development of the site
and its areas.
PET/414/18 Proposed Recycling, Recovery and Renewable Energy Plant and
Ancillary Infrastructure at the Former Wealden Brickworks,
Langhurstwood Road. (WSCC/015/18/NH)
Notification of the submission of the planning application
WSCC/015/18/NH had been circulated to all members of the Planning
Committee.
253

It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr D. Searle and Cllr R. Turner to a
working party to work with local residents and County Councillor
Peter Catchpole to formulate a response to planning application
WSCC/015/18/NH.
PET/415/18 West Sussex County Council – Public Rights of Way Management
A letter, schedule for summer surface vegetation clearance programme
and map were circulated with the agenda.
The Parish Council noted the vegetation clearance programme, but
expressed disappointment that WSCC financial restrictions limited
the work that could be done.
PET/416/18 Consultations
All circulated to Councillors by e-mail.
(a) Warnham Parish Council - Warnham Neighbourhood Plan. E-mail
circulated to all Councillors.
The Parish Council noted the Neighbourhood Plan document and
commented that it was well presented.
(b) WSCC- Request for extinguishment of part of Footpath 1586-3 at
Northholmes Junior School deadline for response 12 th April 2018.
The Parish Council had no objections to the above proposal.
(c) Local Plan Review Cabinet Report Documentation – The proposals
in the document are as follows: A review of Key Employment Area
designation (KEA’s), review of Built-up Area boundaries, Identification of
smaller settlements in the District as ‘secondary settlements’ where a
small amount of infill development (max 5 homes) may be acceptable
subject to the usual development management considerations, and
proposal to enable the conversion of certain agricultural buildings to other
uses. A draft document will be presented at the HDC’s Cabinet Meeting
on 22 March 18. If agreed for consultation, the document will be published
on 6 April 2018 and consultation will close on 25 May 2018. E-mail
circulated to all councillors 13.03.18.
The Parish Council agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.
PET/417/18 Planning appeals
REASONS FOR APPEAL
APPLICATION
REFERENCE
WARD
APPLICATION

Refused planning permission
DC/17/1853
Roffey North
Outline application for the demolition of
four existing dwellings. Erection of 35
residential units consisting of 5 x 3 bed
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SITE
APPELLANT
PC COMMENTS

APPEAL DECISION

dwellings, 18 x 2 bed flats and 12 x 1
bed flats with associated
hardstanding/parking all matters
reserved except access and layout.
Land at 9 - 15 Crawley Road
Horsham Living Ltd
Objection on the grounds it’s severely
overdeveloped. There is a risk that
vehicles associated with the proposed
dwellings will increase the congestion
that is already experienced at
roundabouts and roads in the area.
There is concern for public safety in
respect of highway access to and from
the proposed dwellings.
LODGED

It was RESOLVED to note the planning appeals.
PET/418/18 Planning Applications
Members noted receipt of the schedule of Planning Applications received
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 from HDC since 22nd
February 2018 and considered each application in turn.
It was RESOLVED that the Committee’s comments on each planning
application be forwarded to HDC (appended as part of the minutes).
PET/419/18 Planning decisions
An ongoing schedule of planning decisions made by HDC had been
circulated to members of the Committee.
It was RESOLVED to note the schedule of planning decisions.
PET/420/18 Date of next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 26th April 2018 at 7.30pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.09 p.m.

………………………………………Chairman
…………………………………….Dated
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NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
SCHEDULE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
22nd MARCH 2018
DC/18/0176
Site Address: 45 Greenfields Way
Proposal: Surgery to 5 x Oak and 3 x Cherry Trees
Parish Council Comment
No objection subject to the comments from HDC’s Tree Officer.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH

DC/18/0266
Site Address: 4 & 5 Lansdown Close
Proposal: Surgery to 4 x Oak Trees
Parish Council Comment
No objection subject to the comments from HDC’s Tree Officer.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH

DC/18/0389
Site Address: 4 Bostock Avenue
Proposal: Removal of existing single storey side and rear
extensions, erection of two storey side and rear extension and front
porch
Parish Council Comment
Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment, that the extension is
overbearing and inappropriate design.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH

DC/18/0390
Site Address: 2 Manor Road
Proposal: Erection of 1no. detached two storey dwelling
Parish Council Comment
Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment. It was noted the
application parking layout/provision was not clear.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH

DC/18/0400
Site Address: 10 Greenfields Road
Proposal: Erection of rear single storey flat roof extension and
existing rear extension roof height to be raised to match new
extension.
Parish Council Comment
No objection
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH
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DC/18/0418
Site Address: Land Parcel at Grid Ref 518379 133315 Ropeland
Way
Proposal: Surgery to 1 x Oak
Parish Council Comment
No objection subject to the comments from HDC’s Tree Officer.
HDC Decision

HOLBROOK EAST

DC/18/0429
Site Address: Land North of 20 To 42 Roebuck Close
Proposal: Surgery to 2 x Oak Trees
Parish Council Comment
Objection – the Parish Council support the view of their Tree
Wardens that there was insufficient information given on the
application for the request to monolith.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY SOUTH

DC/18/0431
Site Address: 78 Forest Road
Proposal: Proposed remodelling of front roof slope from hipped to
gable end, erection of front entrance porch, conversion of car port to
habitable space, installation of new skylights within west roof slope
with new fenestration and external alterations.
Parish Council Comment
No objection.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY SOUTH

DC/18/0434
Site Address: 8 Honeywood Road
Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension and alteration of
current flat roof porch into a pitched roof. Removal of existing
garage.
Parish Council Comment
No objection.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY SOUTH

DC/18/0435
HOLBROOK EAST
Site Address: 20 Highdown Way
NHPC comment on
Proposal: Erection of a two storey side/rear extension and attached DC/17/0503: No
single garage. Amendments following approval of previous objection.
application DC/17/0503
Parish Council Comment
No objection.
HDC Decision
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DC/18/0454
Site Address: Foxglove Avenue
Proposal: Surgery to 1 x Oak
Parish Council Comment
No objection subject to the comments from HDC’s Tree Officer.
HDC Decision

DC/18/0502
Site Address: Beau Belle Beauty 20 Glendale Close
Proposal: Conversion of existing side garage. Demolition of
existing side carport and erection of single storey replacement side
extension.
Parish Council Comment
The application was not clear as to whether the extension was for
residential or business purposes, if for business use the Parish
council would like to know if relevant permissions have been
acquired. If the application is for the use of the business the parish
council object as it is inappropriate to the location and it may be of
detriment to highway issues (parking and traffic movements) with
the influx of usage to business and the nuisances that may be
caused to neighbours. However, if the application is solely for
residential purposes the parish council have no objections.
HDC Decision

HOLBROOK EAST

ROFFEY NORTH

DC/18/0531
HOLBROOK WEST
Site Address: 12 Cavendish Close
NHPC previous
Proposal: Erection of two storey rear extension and alterations to comment on
existing side dormer window. Application following refusal of DC/17/2389: No
previous application DC/17/2389
objection
Parish Council Comment
No objection.
HDC Decision

DC/18/0576
Site Address: 21 Downsview Road
Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension with new mono
pitch roof and extension to existing 1.8m high northern boundary
wall.
Parish Council Comment
No objection.
HDC Decision

ROFFEY NORTH
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S106/18/004
HOLBROOK WEST
Site Address: 33-39 Holbrook School Lane
(Discharge of planning
Proposal: Discharge of planning obligation to approved obligation, point 6 in the
applications NH/149/93 (outline) and NH/48/94 (Reserved S106 agreement
Matters), private amenity space.
(provision of scout
facility).
Parish Council Comment
Strongly object on the basis that the land was originally set
aside for community use and its retention for such future use
should remain secure. The application states that the origin of
the planning obligation is unknown however, the parish council
would like to note the obligation must have been negotiated
during the course of the original application. The Parish council
would also like to know if HDC have been in contact with the
Scouts, to ensure that they are aware there is a provision for
such a facility.
HDC Decision
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Notes form the North of Horsham development Parish Liaison Meeting
held on Wednesday 28th February 2018 at 10am
at Roffey Millennium Hall Crawley Road, Horsham.
Planning application:- DC/16/1677 – Development on land north of Horsham
Purpose of the meeting:- to be updated on and to discuss the development north of
Horsham as outlined in Planning Application DC/16/1677 (subject to agreement of s106
and conditions). The application includes housing (up to 2,750 dwellings), a business park
(up to 46,450 m2), retail, community centre, leisure facilities, education facilities, public
open space, landscaping and related infrastructure and has reserved matters except for
access.
In attendance
Cllr Alan Britten – North Horsham Parish Council
Cllr Tony Rickett – North Horsham Parish Council
Cllr Ray Turner – North Horsham Parish Council
Cllr Ian Wassell – North Horsham Parish Council
Cllr Geoff Read –Warnham Parish Council
Jason Hawkes – HDC Principal Planning Officer
Laurie Holt – resident – (left during item 4.)
Ronald Bates- Horsham Society
Thea Bredie Turnbull – Horsham District Cycle Forum
Ruth Fletcher – Horsham District Cycle Forum – (joined during item 2.)
Reverend Richard Caldicott – Vicar, St Mark’s Church
Rosemary Couchman – Development Co-ordinator, Horsham Churches Together
Graham Maunders – Community and Housing Team, Action in Rural Sussex (AIRS)
Jeremy Leggett – Chief Executive Officer, Action in Rural Sussex (AIRS)
Pauline Whitehead – Clerk to North Horsham Parish Council and note taker.

Chairman - Cllr Alan Britten chaired the meeting.
1.

Welcome and apologies.
The Chairman welcomes all in attendance.
Mr Derek Lloyd from Liberty Property Trust gave apologies for nonattendance due to treacherous road conditions.

2.

General updates from Liberty Property Trust (LPT) and Horsham District
Council (HDC)
Mr Hawkes explained that official consent for the application had not yet been
granted, but it is imminent. A late objection from Wealden District Council,
expressing concern about the impact of pollution from additional vehicle
movements within Ashdown Forest, which is a designated Special Area of
Conservation (SAC), delayed the process whilst it was fully investigated.
Once agreement has been given, a period of six weeks is allowed for anyone

who wishes to challenge the decision for legal compliance and to apply for a
Judicial Review.
Liberty Property Trust is still working on the Section 106 Agreement, but will
have completed early next week to enable the process to move forward. The
Section 106 Agreement will be published in full on the Horsham District
Council website.
3.

4.

Community Integration
Jeremy Leggett and Graham Maunders from AIRS spoke on the importance
of community integration of the whole of North Horsham civil parish, bringing
together the existing built area and the new development. They applauded
North Horsham Parish Council on acknowledging the benefits of early
intervention. A briefing paper was circulated around the group (attached) and
further assistance with community integration was offered.
Reverend Caldicott spoke of his remit from the Diocese of Chichester to help
to establish an integrated worshipping community for the ecclesiastical parish
of St Mark’s, Holbrook which extends to the north of the A264. The approach
in nearby Kilnwood Vale and Broadbridge Heath, where similar large
developments have been built, has been to relocate the vicar of each
ecclesiastical parish to the new development at an early stage to help to
establish positive community links. In the case of St Mark’s, Holbrook, the
reverend, with the help of an assistant, would be able to maximise existing
available resources and encourage community cohesion.
It was suggested that North Horsham Parish Council had a role in maintaining
the existing civil parish boundaries to include the area north of the A264.
Previously there had been suggestion that the new development would form
a new civil parish.
The group acknowledged that some local residents still had deep concerns
and in some cases were resistant to and angry about the new development.
Some of the anger surrounded the amount of affordable housing being built.
The aim of the whole group was to look forward and to get the best possible
outcomes for local residents.
.
Phase 1- Design and Access Statement July 2016 (page 144 -145).
Mr Hawkes clarified that the phasing will run broadly in line with the phasing
outlined in the Design and Access Statement.
One of the key outcomes in phase one would be the completion of the
secondary school. It is noted that Bohunt Education Trust has announced that
it “will be opening a new free school in Horsham, West Sussex and that it will
be a co-educational, all through school, catering for four to sixteen year old
students across the local area. It will open in September 2019 with 1,620
students when full in 2025” (Bohunt Education Trust website
http://www.bohunttrust.co.uk/ - accessed 01.03.18)

Concern was raised at where the control for running the school would lie and
the lack of official information and consultation. This could not be confirmed
or commented on by anyone present, so it was agreed to invite the Head of
Education at West Sussex County Council to the next North of Horsham
development Parish Liaison Meeting.
Horsham District Cycle Forum advised the group that they had been told by
Liberty Property Trust that initially the access to the school would be
temporary and that it would not be until 2020 that the final road layout to the
school would be completed.
The other key outcome in phase one relates to highways and changes to the
roundabout on the A24/ Rusper Road. Work will be progressing on the
Rusper Road and Great Daux roundabouts at the same time. The coordination of this was questioned. It was not known if an up to date traffic
survey to assess the amount of traffic travelling from the Great Daux
roundabout to the Moorhead Roundabout had been completed. Mr Hawkes
advised that the S106 agreement included monitoring the traffic in
consultation with WSCC Highways. The Chairman observed that traffic would
be slowed, but move continuously and it would give a greater opportunity for
pedestrians and cyclists to cross the road.
5.

Transport links - Design and Access Statement July 2016 – page 57 and
133.
Provision of bus links from/to the new development is a legal condition in the
Section 106 Agreement and the Agreement provides for a subsidy to be paid
to WSCC. No further details were known at this stage.
Horsham District Cycle Forum stressed the importance of having alternative
transport to the car and bus and expanded on concerns they had raised
previously regarding an accessible cycle route from Horsham to Crawley. It
was suggested that PRoW 3565 that passes under the A264 adjacent to the
railway line towards the east of the site would be the preferred crossing place
and the desired route for the cycle way. Mr Hawkes explained that
improvements to the link identified by Horsham District Cycle Forum were
outlined in the Movement and Access Parameter Plan. The proposal would
have to be in accordance with this plan. Additionally, a condition in the
decision requires the submission of a Site Wide Cycle Strategy. The strategy
will secure the details of the cycle ways proposed for the site and will be
approved in consultation with an independent expert.
The Horsham District Cycle Forum would speak offline with Horsham District
Council for clarity.
It was recommended that WSCC Highways was invited to future meetings.

6.

Community buildings - Design and Access Statement July 2016 – page
116
Land has been secured for community buildings as part of the S106
agreement. There will also be money from the developer to build and
maintain the buildings. The community buildings will be transferred to HDC or
passed on to a nominated organisation. Land has also been secured in
Phase 1 for a Police Office within the Community Centre. This will come two
to three years into the build.
AIRS pointed out the value in local people getting involved in guiding the use
of community buildings early in the process.

7.

Doctor’s surgery, medical centre.
There are three options for healthcare in the S106 Agreement.
Option 1 – a surgery on site at the community hub.
Option 2 To provide a contribution (£1.7 million) to existing facilities in the
area.
Option 3 – a super surgery on site in the employment area (Business Park).
It was recommended that the CCG be invited to future meetings.

8.

Schools
This was covered in Item 2.

9.

Affordable Housing
Under Policy 16 of the Horsham District Planning Framework 35% affordable
housing is required for new development for a major scheme. In seeking
affordable housing, the Policy allows provision to be made to assess each
scheme’s viability and take this into account.
With the submission of Viability Statements, it was accepted that the
application include 30% affordable housing and housing for local need. 21.6%
is true affordable housing and includes Affordable Rent, Shared Ownership
and Discount Market Units. The remaining 8.3% is for Housing for Local Need
which includes Private Rented Sector Housing and Custom and Self Build
Housing.
The percentage of affordable housing proposed will be subject to a review
every five years. This requires the submission of a Viability Reassessment
Review to be agreed by HDC.
AIRS suggested that Community Land Trusts are a way in which the local
community can have control of housing and a way in which North Horsham
Parish Council can play a closer role in supporting affordable housing. It was
suggested that this be raised with the Parish Council at the next opportunity.

10.

Open spaces, allotments and cemetery
Land has already been allocated for open space within the planning
application. Concern was raised that the Riverside Walk should be protected

and kept as unspoilt as possible as it is a valuable asset to the community
and well used. Horsham District Cycle Forum considered the cycle routes to
be substandard and asked for the support of North Horsham Parish Council
to lobby for improvements. The Parish Council would expect to be involved in
any Cycle Strategy that may affect residents in the parish.
11.

Incinerator application
This item was to explore if Liberty Property Trust would share concerns about
the incinerator with local residents to assist the local community who are
working collaboratively to respond to any application that is put forward.

12.

North Horsham Parish Council Initiatives
It was noted that North Horsham Parish Council is undertaking a
Neighbourhood Plan focusing on Local Green Spaces and the character
and design of new development. The Parish Council is about to go out on its
first consultation.
Horsham District Council is supporting a Year of Culture 2019 and North
Horsham Parish Council has put forward a bid for £10,000 to fund a weekend
festival to raise awareness of Horsham’s only listed Ancient Monument, the
Chennells Brook motte and bailey, which has local historical importance. The
site of the motte and bailey is very close to Phase 1 of the new development.
Residents have raised concern that there is insufficient room to install the
proposed overhead pedestrian and cycle crossings.
The Parish Council is appealing to local residents to nominate buildings and
open spaces in North Horsham that have local value and significance so that
they could be designated as assets of community value.
All of these initiatives link with future development in the parish and work to
highlight what the community would like to see in the future.

13.

Any other comments?
There are no available details on the Business Park which will be part of
Phase 2 of the development. The S106 agreements states that there is a
requirement to market the Business Park and should there be no interest, a
new planning application would be needed to change the use of the land.
Land for the proposed railway station will be safeguarded for 18 years.
Network Rail has 15 years to commit to development, and then 3 years to get
a contract in place. Should the railway station not go ahead it would have to
remain for employment use unless a new planning application were submitted
to change the land use.
HDC had committed to a station at North Horsham should Network Rail be
minded to provide one between Horsham and Crawley.
It was suggested that a ‘summit meeting’ be held and to invite Coast to Coast
Local Enterprise, Gatwick Diamond, CCG, WSCC Education and Highways,
HDC and Local MP Jeremy Quinn.

14.

Conclusion and date for next meeting
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at
11.50am.
The next scheduled meetings are:Wednesday 23rd May 2018
Wednesday 22nd August 2018
Wednesday 14th November 2018

Supporting the Missing Link and Horsham-Crawley Cycle Route:
A briefing for North Horsham Parish Councillors
A264 Danger
The A264 is a major barrier to anyone trying to ride to Crawley because it is an incredibly dangerous
road to cycle along or across. It has been identified as having a particularly poor safety record and a
significant factor in this is the high number of deaths (including the deaths of Matthew Harrod, Keith
Allen and Daniel Lucas) and serious injuries to pedestrians and cyclists. Apart from the human cost,
this is an economic issue for the area: according to government figures the value of preventing each
death is about £2m and for each serious injury the figure is about £1/4m. Creating a safe cycle route
will enable more people to cycle and will bring major benefits for health, congestion, air quality and
access to work.
There’s a big demand
There is a large latent demand for cycling between Horsham and Crawley. Many Horsham people
work in Crawley and a significant minority want to cycle to work: for fitness, to avoid traffic jams,
because parking (especially in Manor Royal) is scarce, because there isn’t a good bus or train service
from where they live at the right time of day or simply because they can’t drive or afford a car.
If it were safer, potentially far more people would cycle for leisure and other purposes too: visiting
shops and friends, weekend social rides, for exercise, as weekend visitors or long distance tourists
(linking up with London, Guildford, the coast and even to Paris on the Avenue Verte.
National expert, Dr Rachel Aldred has carried out an analysiss which shows that, with the increased
uptake of ebikes, there is potential for over 1000 commuter trips –compared with around 55 per day
in the current awful conditions.
Where the route would go
Most people want to cycle on the shortest, flattest route: on a protected cycleway alongside the
A264 itself and, longer term, this is a challenging but realistic ambition.
Meanwhile there is already a lovely, rural route along the ridge to the north of the A264. It is
provisionally designated by Sustrans as part of the National Cycle Network and needs only relatively
minor work to bring it up to standard. This is the preferred route for many leisure riders and is
acceptable for some commuter journeys.
The problem is that there is no safe place to cross the A264 and reach it.
The Missing Link
The Missing Link is the solution: it is a 1km off-road section between Bartholemew Way and
Wimland Rd which uses the existing railway underpass under the A264.
Read about it here.

How this fits in with Liberty’s north of Horsham plans
Liberty has agreed to ‘complete the Horsham to Crawley cycle route’, but there are two major
problems
 This will not be delivered for many years (until Phase 2c is ready for occupation)
 Instead of using the Missing Link route, it will go via the A264 Rusper Rd junction.
(Incidentally, to do this will cost Liberty virtually nothing as the route will follow roads/paths
that they will be building anyway for cars and pedestrians.)
Liberty’s route is welcome because some riders will want to follow the shortest route into Horsham
town centre but it is a poor option for anyone who is not a ‘hardened’ cyclist as it uses relatively
busy urban roads and roundabouts both within the development and connecting into Horsham.
These will have inadequate or missing cycle provision. In particular, the roundabouts at Giblets Way
and Kings Road, which are already unsafe, will be widened and become even less safe as the amount
of traffic generated by north of Horsham is added.
By contrast the Missing Link is a much quieter, more rural route and it will provide a second crossing
point which will be in a more convenient location for some users (Eg those in the Bartholemew Way
area or who want to follow the Riverside Walk westwards and on to the Downs Link)
The Missing Link route follows along the edge of the main development site so it can be safely and
easily delivered without interfering with the building works and it can be done as soon as funding
and design are in place.
This is a realistic proposal with serious support
There is already a lot of support for this including from The Gatwick Diamond, Sustrans, Cycling UK,
the Horsham Society, the Crawley Cycle Forum and many local cyclists and would-be cyclists: you
can read more here.
Since the underpass will also form part of the new route for the Riverside Walk, early delivery will
also be of significant benefit to walkers.
In addition, WSCC now has a Walking and Cycling Strategy and the Horsham-Crawley cycle route was
the top-scoring scheme in the initial route assessment (Appendix 1, page 30). I have spoken to Andy
Mouland, Senior Local Transport Improvements Officer, at WSCC. He confirms
 the Horsham Crawley cycle route which includes the Missing Link is a top priority cycle
scheme for WSCC.
 It is in the WSCC LTIP (Local Transport Infrastructure Plan)
 Between now and July, the whole scheme will be scored (competing against other schemes
Eg bus infrastructure) for priority funding for a 2019/20 feasibility study.
Andy believes this scheme will score highly: it is identified as a top priority WSCC Cycle Strategy
route; delivering this one short section will open up the whole route to Crawley; and it has
stakeholder support.
If this scheme is chosen, WSCC will bid for funding. Possible sources include the County’s Highways
Integrated Transport Fund, air quality funding and the LEP.
So what’s the problem?
Liberty, WSCC Highways and HDC are not currently committed to providing the Missing Link as a
cycle route, nor to delivering it in a realistic timescale.
Although we are pleased that Liberty has agreed to upgrade the footpath between the Roffey
football club and the underpass:







Liberty does not plan to provide a path across the field between the underpass and Wimland
Road. NB the parameter plan (which has a number of errors in it that do not give
confidence) does show a path here, but with no timescale, so nothing is likely to happen for
the 18 years that the parkway station is on hold and, by then all bets are off.
Despite earlier assurances, the upgrading of the southern section of the Missing Link path is
currently designated as a footpath, not as cycle access
This upgrade will not happen until much later in the development (Phase 2c)
The section south from the football club to Bartholemew Rd is not included in the plans

What we are asking
Please consider
 Making a formal statement of support for the Horsham-Crawley cycle route project including
the Missing Link.
 Working with the cycle forum as we continue to progress this with HDC, WSC and Liberty.
 Asking for Liberty’s current proposals to be amended via the North of Horsham Cycling
Strategy (which is has to be approved by HDC before the first construction works on the
A264 can commence)

Thank you.
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