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MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDNARY MEETING OF  

NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 

HELD ON THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 6.00pm 

AT ROFFEY MILLENNIUM HALL, CRAWLEY ROAD, HORSHAM 

 

Present: Committee Members 

Cllr M. Cockerill (arrived late and offered apologies), Cllr J. Davidson (Vice Chairman),  

Cllr Mrs R. Ginn*, Cllr Mrs J. Gough, Cllr R. Knight, Cllr D. Mahon (arrived late and offered 

apologies), Cllr R. Millington*, Cllr T. Rickett BEM*, Cllr D. Searle, Cllr R. Turner 

(Chairman), Cllr I. Wassell (arrived late and offered apologies), Cllr Mrs S. Wilton. 

*denotes absence 

 

In attendance: Pauline Whitehead BA(Hons) FSLCC – Clerk  

 
 

PET/709/19 Public Forum 

 There was 1 member of the public in attendance.  

Cllr Cockerill arrived. 

 

PET/710/19 Apologies for absence 

 The Committee received apologies and reasons for absence from 

Cllr Mrs R. Ginn, Cllr R. Millington and Cllr T. Rickett BEM. 
 

PET/711/19 Declarations of Interest 

 There were no declarations of interest.  

 

Cllr Mahon and Cllr Wassell arrived.  

 

PET/712/19 DC/19/1730: Bohunt Horsham – Land North of Horsham 

 Application received for Reserved Matters relating to appearance, 

landscaping, layout and scale for new school at Land North of Horsham in 

accordance with application DC/16/1677. 

 

The Committee acknowledged the presentation that had been given at the 

previous Planning Committee meeting by Bohunt School, evidence and 

comments provided by statutory consultees.  

 

Following careful consideration, the Committee expressed serious concerns 

that children attending the school, especially the initial intake, would not 

have a safe way to cross the A264. The A264 provides a heavily used, 

strategic link between the A24 from the south to the motorway network at 

Pease Pottage. In addition, pressure to provide further runway capacity at 

Gatwick Airport and the growth of housing numbers, not only within the 

North of Horsham Development, but throughout Horsham District, will 

inevitably result in further traffic growth. It was noted that there wasn’t an 
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intention to provide a grade separated overbridge for cyclists and 

pedestrians prior to the school opening, but that instead there would be an 

at grade crossing. The Committee would like to re-iterate their serious 

concerns about children crossing the A264 and stress the importance of the 

early provision of the grade separated overbridge for cyclists and 

pedestrians to obviate the need to cross the A264. The Parish Council 

would prefer there not to be an at grade crossing at all, as it was felt this 

was too dangerous. 

 

The Parish Council shares West Sussex County Council’s concerns 

regarding parking, including the adequacy of the parking provision, its 

layout and management. There appears to be some suggestion of car 

sharing within the application, but that is outside the control of the school 

and the Parish Council is concerned that those seeking to park where there 

is no provision would impact the safety of the students at the school and 

that parking will be displaced into residential areas.  

 

In the presentation given to the Parish Council, reference was made to 

children arriving at the school by coach, but there appears to be no coach 

drop off points designated in the Masterplan. Similarly, there are limited 

parking opportunities for parents to drop off and collect their children. 

Concern was raised regarding how this would be managed to ensure that 

staff didn’t park in the limited drop off spaces, how the restricted opportunity 

for drop off would impact the safety of students and how inconvenience to 

other road users could be minimised.  

 

Further concerns were raised about the lack of clear information regarding 

the wider Highways infrastructure around the school and how this may 

impact on the application, especially the access onto the A264.  

 

The Parish Council would like to see a more ambitious approach to   

reducing the number of children arriving by car by improving public 

transport links and making safer access for cycling and walking. The 

National Planning Policy Framework 2019 Section 8:91 supports planning 

applications which “aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which 

allow for easy pedestrian and cycle connections with and between 

neighbourhoods” and “enable and support healthy lifestyles”. Improving 

options for residents to choose public transport, walking or cycling would 

reduce traffic congestion, reduce risks from traffic to students and 

encourage children to be more active and involved in their environment. 

Improved public transport links could be achieved relatively easily by 

extending the 98 Arriva bus service, which runs quite close to the site, at 

key times of the day. This would give students from Holbrook, Roffey and 

the wider areas to the north east of the parish positive options for getting to 

and from the school.  
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Whilst planning application WSCC/062/16/NH for the Recycling, Recovery 

and Renewable Energy and Ancillary Infrastructure facility at the former 

Wealdon Brickworks on Langhurstwood Road has been refused by WSCC, 

it is subject to an appeal and if the facility goes ahead it is considered of 

great importance that air quality is monitored on the school site.  

 

The Parish Council notes the provision of coloured panels on the exterior of 

the sports hall which gives the building an urban, industrial feel. Any 

approach aimed at making the appearance of buildings sympathetic to their 

surroundings would be welcomed by the Parish Council, provided this is 

achieved in a way that is commensurate with the setting of the school within 

the landscape and street scene. 

 

The Parish Council recommends that windows in the roof of the nursery be 

included within the plans as this will allow much more light into the building 

and make a more pleasant and welcoming environment.  

 

The Parish Council were pleased to note that trees were being retained on 

the site and that some ecological measures, such as solar panels and 

conservation of rainwater were included in the plans.   
 

PET/713/19 WSCC/015/18/NH Incinerator – Parking in lay-bys 

 The Committee noted that changes had been made to the speech to be 

delivered by a Parish Council representative at the appeal hearing for 

Planning Application WSCC/15/18/NH for the Recycling, Recovery and 

Renewable Energy and Ancillary Infrastructure facility at the former 

Wealdon Brickworks on Langhurstwood Road. Should the appeal be 

granted, the Parish Council would recommend that it was subject to the 

relocation of the weighbridges to provide adequate waiting bays for the 

lorries accessing the facility.  

 

The speech would be circulated to the Committee for final comment.  

 

PET/708/19 Date of next Meeting 

 The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 31st October 2019 at 7.30pm. 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.50p.m. 

 
 
 

………………………………………Chairman 
 

…………………………………….Date 
 
 


