
 

 

                     NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT ROFFEY MILLENNIUM HALL, CRAWLEY ROAD, HORSHAM 

 ON THURSDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2022 COMMENCING AT 7.30pm 

 

 

Present:  Councillors: A. Britten (Chairman), Mrs. K. Burgess, P. Burgess,  J. Davidson, 

Mrs. R. Ginn, Mrs. J. Gough, R. Knight, D. Mahon (Vice Chairman)*, T. Rickett 

B.E.M., D. Searle, A. Shine*, J. Smithurst, S. Torn, R. Turner, I. Wassell* and 

Mrs. S. Wilton  
 

* denotes absence 

 

In attendance:  Sarah Norman - Clerk to the Council  

 2 Members of the public  (part of meeting) 

 Cllr Katie Nagel - County Councillor  

 Lynn Pack (L&G) - Online (part of meeting) 
  

 

FC/65/22 Public Forum  

 The Chairman welcomed the members of the public and invited them to address 

the Council.  

 

 Meeting adjourned at 7.31pm 
 

 Members of the public spoke regarding Agenda item 5, the Community Centre at 

Mowbray, querying the siting of the building within the site, whether the 

Badminton Hall would be restricted to this use only and the use of the Police 

Office.   

 

 The Chairman also read a statement from the Table Tennis Club regarding 

agenda item 5, the HDC Nominee for the Community Building at Mowbray 

Development, expressing the club’s interest in using the building and raising the 

issue of suitable and sufficient storage.  

 

The Chairman thanked the speakers, and it was acknowledged that the 

engagements demonstrates the early interest from the wider community in this 

future facility.  
 

 Meeting reconvened at 7.45pm 

 

FC/66/22 Apologies for absence 

 The Council NOTED the previously approved absence of Cllr. Shine and further 

received apologies from Cllrs. Mahon and Wassell. 

 

 Cllrs. Baldwin and Milne, both HDC and WSCC Councillors, had also sent their 

apologies.  



 

 

FC/67/22 Declarations of Interest 

 There were no declarations of Interests.  

 

FC/68/22 Minutes  

 The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 1st September 2022 were 

AGREED and were signed by the Chairman as being a correct record.  

 

FC/69/22 HDC Nominee for Community Building at Mowbray Development  

Cllr. Turner reported to Members on the meeting held earlier in the week with 

HDC and the developer. It was noted that this facility is an obligation under the 

S106 Agreement, and this includes the requirement for HDC to appoint a 

Nominee to manage the building, which would ultimately be transferred to the 

ownership of the Nominee for £1.  

 

Members debated the proposal with the following comments made :- 

 

 The Parish Council has experience of running and managing this type of 

facility.  

 

 There is no long-term guarantee with regard to ownership as there is 

always the possibility that a new Parish Council could be formed for the 

Mowbray village. However, should this be the outcome, the costs and 

liabilities would cease for NHPC. 

 

 As noted under the Public Forum item, there is already a great deal of 

interest from local groups and organisations in the facility. 

 

 There is a maintenance funding package totalling £75,000 across 9 years 

which can cover cleaning material costs but not staffing.  

 

 NHPC will begin to receive a Parish Precept from each property as they 

become occupied.  

 

 Whilst there was a desire to avoid undue costs on the Parish, a similar 

situation had occurred with the building of the Roffey Millennium Hall for 

which the Parish is still making repayments on a PWLB.  

 

 It will be many years until the development is completed and therefore 

sometime before the facility has a “captive audience”. 

 

 The proposal before the Council was the agreement in principle to being 

HDC’s Nominee and that comments on the building design and layout can 

be discussed further in the planning process. 

 

 Other Parishes, where this type of development has taken place such as 

Southwater, should be asked for feedback on their experience.  



 

 

 The facility would give the Parish Council an opportunity to raise the profile 

of NHPC in this new community and may involve the accommodation of 

Parish Council staff at the new building.  

 

It was subsequently proposed by Cllr. P. Burgess and seconded by Cllr. Knight 

that the Parish Council agree in principle to being appointed as HDC’s Nominee 

for the management of the Community Centre at Mowbray and following the vote 

it was RESOLVED by a majority to AGREE the proposal.  

 

FC/70/22 Decisions made by delegated power since 1st September 2022 for 

ratification 

 Members NOTED that the comments to planning applications that were due to 

be considered at the cancelled, September PET Committee Meeting were 

determined  under the agreed Scheme of Delegation and were noted and ratified 

at the PET Committee Meeting held on 27th October 2022.  

FC/71/22 Committees and Working Parties.  

The following Committee Minutes were presented to the Council:- 

(i) Planning, Environment and Transport Committee Meetings held on 27th 

October 2022 

(ii) Personnel Committee Meeting held on 6th October 2022 

(iii) Property Committee Meeting held 8th September 2022 

(iv) Finance and Administration Committee Meeting held 13th October 2022 

 

Having been proposed by Cllr. Searle and seconded by Cllr. Davidson to take 

this decision en bloc, it was RESOLVED that the Committee Minutes as listed 

above be received and adopted.  

 

It was also NOTED that the Planning, Environment and Transport Committee 

Meeting scheduled for 22nd September 2022 had been cancelled due to the 

funeral of HM Queen Elizabeth II.   

 

FC/72/22 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies 

Members NOTED the report on Biffa from Cllr. Searle as circulated with the 

Agenda. The three recent fires caused by discarded batteries was highlighted by 

Cllr. Searle as an area of concern and it was noted that these are often caused 

by button batteries such as those used in hearing aids and watches. The need to 

dispose of these safely was noted and it was AGREED that a Facebook post and 

the next article for Horsham Pages should publicise this issue and how batteries 

should be safely disposed of.   

 

Cllr. P. Burgess reported to Members as the District Council’s Armed Forces 

Champion. The law regarding how veterans/serving/reserves/cadets are looked 

after is changing. It will ensure more attention is paid to how all sections of our 

Armed Forces are cared for, with the new legislation being more enforceable.  

 



 

 

FC/73/22 Reports from District or County Councillors 

Cllr. Nagel updated Members that WSCC Highways are working on an issue on 

the Crawley Road near to All Saints church with a blocked drain, which although 

it has been cleared, continues to fill with silt and is no longer fit for purpose. Work 

is ongoing on a redesign.  

 

It was also reported that there had been discussions with the Home Office for 

Cisswood House Hotel to be used for migrant processing, but it has now been 

agreed that this will not be progressing.  

 

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Nagel for attending and her report.  

 

Cllr. Baldwin, who had sent his apologies, provided the following update which 

was circulated to Members at the Meeting :- 

 

Budget for next financial year 23/24 

The current financial position of the County Council is sound. WSCC provides a 

lot more services than our statutory duties require and as with anything to do with 

money there are always choices to be made. Out of a total budget of about £700 

million there is currently a £5,600,000 gap in the budget for April 2023/24. This is 

less than 1%. By law we have to present a balanced budget. We are hoping the 

financial statement from the new Chancellor, due later this month, will not 

adversely affect us. We expect to know our financial settlement in December just 

before parliament recesses for Christmas.  

 

The Biffa site – planning application for longer hours of opening on bank holidays 

and public holidays.  

This is due to be heard on 8.11.22 by the Planning Committee.  

 

Districts and Boroughs want the flexibility to collect waste on bank holidays. What 

is proposed is to increase opening hours on 8 bank or public holidays from 7am 

to 3pm (up from 10am) which would result in approximately 42 extra vehicle 

movements into and out of the site. This is a large increase of 5 hours each bank 

holiday or public holiday and it is unacceptable to me and many local residents. I 

realise a need and impact assessment has been done but my recommendation 

is that we compromise and only allow the increase from 10am to 12.30 or 

maximum 1 pm not all the way to 3pm. It may only be 8 days but up to 3pm on 

bank holidays is too much of an inconvenience for residents. 

 

Parking in Lemmington Way at school time 

Having been a school Governor at Holbrook Primary school for 24 years I know 

how dangerous, inconvenient and annoying people parking near schools can be. 

On four occasions in October, I walked along Lemmington Way between 3pm 

and 3.30pm to see the vehicles parked waiting for the children. Although it was 

hectic 



 

 

I did not see any vehicles parked with wheels on the pavement or verges or 

blocking drives. Excluding London, it is not illegal to park with wheels on the 

pavements or grass verges and double parking here is not illegal but clearly it is 

dangerous and makes it very awkward especially for bus drivers.  

 

Horsham District Council’s Parking Manager has confirmed that it is not illegal to 

park within 10 metres of a junction.  

 

According to the Police, parked vehicles slow traffic and make drivers naturally 

cautious. I do appreciate that it is very frustrating for residents or other drivers to 

not have a clear flow of traffic, but this is no different to many other roads across 

the county at this time of day. 

 

The chances of yellow lines going down here are very remote because the 

problem is not all day and night it is just at the start and end of the school day 

and frankly is a problem common to residents living near many schools, 

especially secondary schools. To restrict parking along some of Lemmington 

Way would require a Traffic Regulation Order.  Unfortunately, in the whole of the 

county only about 50 Traffic Regulation Orders are approved each year and they 

often take a couple of years to be agreed and implemented.   

 

Although the school has no control over what happens off their premises, they 

want to be good neighbours and clearly, they don’t want any harm or injuries to 

their pupils. The school have made enquiries with the local bus companies to see 

if any will go via the school e.g. the 200 but they were told that the planning 

condition only requires buses to run to or near the school after 100? houses have 

been built and occupied. A lot of the pupils come from Southwater. At the recent 

school opening evening I was told that the school arranged for 2 buses to run 

continuously from the Hop Oast Park and Ride site to and from school for 4 

hours. Parents are not discouraged from collecting their children from school – 

there are enough parking spaces for 150 cars. Hopefully once the work on the 

roundabout is all finished, this week or next, the situation will improve, and more 

parents will collect their children at the school. 

 

Last month I had a useful meeting with the Head of Bohunt school and yesterday 

I met the Area Highways Manager and his Assistant on site to see if they can 

recommend anything to improve the situation. An additional sign will be put up 

between the new roundabout and Lemmington Way (on the side of Motte and 

Bailey) reminding drivers to be careful as children crossing. Officers from WSCC 

will arrange to visit the school to talk to pupils about walking and cycling safely 

and sensibly to and from school. I agreed we would review the situation in three 

months’ time.  

 

 

 



 

 

FC/74/22 Report from the North Horsham Community Land Trust (NHCLT) link 

councillor 

Cllr. Gough reported on behalf of the Trust. A very useful “in person” meeting had 

been held earlier in the week and thanks were expressed to the Parish Council 

for allowing the use of a room at Roffey Millennium Hall.  

 

Cllr. Gough reported that she had been in touch with Rev. Richard Caldicott’s 

team at St Marks, who were very interested in being updated on the CLT’s work 

and a meeting with them is to be arranged.  

 

Two members of the CLT had attended a funding day at Billingshurst and one of 

the surprising take aways from the event was that they are not eligible to apply 

for funding from several bodies including the National Lottery. It was noted that 

Camelot will cease to have the licence for the National Lottery (from 2024) and 

that it may be worth revisiting after the transfer to the new licensee, to see if this 

criteria has changed.   

 

One contact that was made at the event was with the HDC Affordable Housing 

Enabling Officer who is very keen to know more about the CLT and consider ways 

they can work together to bring forward additional affordable housing. The HDC 

Officer had advised that the current number of those on the housing list was 700.  

   

FC/75/22 Chairman’s Announcements 

Members NOTED that, as agreed by the Council at the previous meeting (Min. 

FC/51/22 refers), the necessary paperwork to nominate land at Lambs Farm 

Road/Lambs Crescent Green/Laughton Road as an Asset of Community Value 

(ACV) had been submitted and receipt acknowledged by HDC. It can take up to 

eight weeks for the application to be determined and Members will be updated 

further at the next meeting. 

FC/76/22 Financial Matters  

(i) The Council NOTED the Financial Report to 30th September 2022.  

(ii) The Council AGREED the expenditure lists for August 2022 (£47,563.30) 

September 2022 (£44,569.04) as circulated with the Agenda and as 

published on the website.  

 

FC/77/22 Co-option for Vacancy in the Roffey North Ward 

An application for Co-option from Dr. P. Hillier had been circulated to Members 

by email prior to the meeting together with the Co-option Procedure. However, 

as Dr. Hillier was not in attendance the matter could not be considered.  

 

FC/78/22 External Audit   

Members NOTED receipt of the External Auditor’s certificate for the 2021/22 

Audit, that no comments were raised by the Auditor, and that a copy of the 

Certificate together with the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been published on 

the Parish Council website. 



 

 

FC/79/22 Scheme of Members’ Allowance   

Having reviewed the Scheme, NOTING that there had been no update to the  

Report of the HDC Independent Remuneration Panel (April 2021), Members 

AGREED to continue to adopt the Scheme of Members’ Allowance for 2023/24 

allowing for an annual Members’ Allowance of £514 in line with the Report of the 

HDC Independent Remuneration Panel (April 2021) and being 9.4% of the basic 

allowance for HDC Councillors. Members NOTED that the next review would be 

undertaken in November 2023 

FC/80/22 CIL Working Group  

Members NOTED The Notes of the Working Group Meeting held on 28th October, 

as circulated by email prior to the meeting and as published on the Parish Council 

website.  

 

Following discussions, the following projects to be funded by CIL monies were 

AGREED :-  

i. Assisted access to the front of RMH £5,000 
ii. Provision and installation of a plastic litter bin at 

Birches Road Play Area £500 
iii. That an approach be made to Horsham Town Community  

Partnership to see if they could work in partnership with  
the Parish Council to bring this project to fruition.  n/a  
 
Total  £5,500  

 

FC/81/22 Queen’s Green Canopy  

It was AGREED to hold a planting ceremony at which the Chairman of the Council 

will officiate and to invite the HDC Ward Councillor to also attend.  

 

Members highlighted the need for secure staking of the sapling to avoid damage 

by wind or vandalism.  

 

FC/82/22 Policies  

 The policies under review had been published and circulated as part of the report 

to the appropriate Committee Meeting and it was subsequently RESOLVED to 

adopt the reviewed policies as follows : 

 

i. Standards and Behaviour at Work (Personnel Committee Meeting 
06.10.22 Min. PER/27/22) 

ii. Equal Opportunities (Personnel Committee Meeting 06.10.22 Min. 
PER/27/22) 

iii. Dignity at Work (Personnel Committee Meeting 06.10.22 Min. 
PER/27/22) 

iv. Financial Risk Assessment (Finance and Administration Committee 
13.10.22 Min. FA/32/22) 

 
 
 



 

 

FC/83/22 Correspondence  

 The Council NOTED correspondence list 1, as circulated with the Agenda, and 

list 2 issued immediately prior to the meeting, covering the period 1st September 

2022 to 2nd November 2022. 

 

 The resident correspondence regarding parking in Lemmington Way was noted, 

about which Cllr. Baldwin had reported in his written update, earlier in the 

meeting.  

 

Members also noted the application by Biffa which was due to be considered by 

WSCC on 8th November. The application was recommended for approval and 

NHPC would b relying on the written submissions and would not be attending to 

speak in person.  

 

FC/84/22  Date of next meeting 

 The next Meeting would take place on Thursday 12th January 2023 (Scheduled).  

   

 

 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.33pm.  

 

 

Signed  ………………………………………. 

 

Date ………………………………………….. 

 


